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Sean Meara lives with his wife Angie 
and daughter Olive in a rehabbed home 
on 59xx Pershing. The Mearas moved 
to the neighborhood in April of 2005.  
Sean indicates that they “were seeking a 
more diverse neighborhood and wanted 
to be closer to Forest Park.”  He grew 
up in Shrewsbury but saw the city on 
an almost daily basis when he attended 
Saint Louis University High.  He has a 
degree in business administration from 
UMSL and works in the technology 
services field.

Sean noted that Skinker DeBaliviere 
was still reasonably affordable when 
selecting his home.  He also liked the 
ton of economic development going on 
in the Loop as it expanded eastward.  
He also found a lot of young white and 
black families continuing to move in.  
He hopes the neighborhood continues 
to be diverse.

Sean joined the SDCC Board a year 
ago.  He was elected president in January, 
succeeding Bob Mahon who had served 
for two years.  He wants to make sure 
that the council is representative of the 
whole neighborhood and to increase 
volunteerism and draw new people to 
the council’s committees. 

Sean wants to see the development 
of the East Loop continued.  In addition, 
one of his main focuses is to improve 
safety for residents and business owners.  
Crime has gone down because of the 
diligence of our neighbors.  Violent 
crime concerns him the most.  Sean 
helped to get neighbors together on his 
own block to deal with safety issues.  In 
this venture, Sean amazed me.  He has 

become acquainted with almost every 
family, and knows everyone’s names, 
including the children.

According to Sean, “it is no mistake 
that this neighborhood has become 
what it is, and the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Council’s involvement has 
been major.  Decades of people worked 
hard to see that this neighborhood 
survived and flourished.”  He hopes 
people will rededicate themselves to the 
neighborhood and support the Council.  
He hopes younger people will become 
more involved.

To volunteer or ask a question, contact 
SDCC Office at 862-5122.  Bethany 
Everett is the administrative assistant, 
and Darcell Braylock is the executive 
director.  To reach President Sean 
Meara or any of the SDCC directors, 
consult the SDCC website at www.
stlouis.missouri.org/skinkerdebaliviere.
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On April 18 and 19, over 50 
student groups and hundreds 
of students from Washington 
University in St. Louis will 
come together to put on the 
oldest and largest student-run 
carnival in the United States.  
This year's theme is Timeless 
Traditions, Endless Adventures.  
With exhilarating amusement 
rides, creative student 
performances, delicious 
food, and great tradition, the 
Thurtene Carnival is a must 
see for any age. The Carnival 
is open from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. on the Danforth Campus 
of Washington University.  The 
location will be in the parking 
lot and driveways in front 
of Brookings Hall, near the 
intersection of Skinker Blvd. 
and Forest Park Parkway.  

Over 80,000 people generally 
attend Thurtene, and the net 
proceeds from the event are 
donated to a St. Louis area 
charity.

 Washington University's 
fraternities and sororities pair 
together to design and build 
facades. Other student groups 
construct and operate themed 
food booths and carnival 
games to help raise money 
as well. The fried food booth 
is a long-standing tradition, as 
is the elaborately decorated 
BBQ hut. 

Food, drink, and tickets for 
rides and student plays may be 
purchased at the carnival with 
cash only.  Entrance to the 
carnival site is free of charge.  
For more information, visit 
www.thurtene.org.

On Friday, April 17, 2009, the 
beautiful new Moonrise Hotel at 6177 
Delmar will open its doors for business.  
Once again, Loop Entrepreneur Joe 
Edwards is pulling out all the stops with 
a 125-room hotel being marketed to 
visitors to the Pageant and Loop, as 
well as university visitors and business 
travelers who want to stay in the 
entertainment district at night and have 
ready access to downtown and the entire 
region for business during the day.  With 
its easy access to MetroLink and all the 
restaurants and music attractions of the 
Loop, the new Moonrise Hotel fits the 
bill.  The hotel has been designed for 
complete accessibility, with a luxurious 
lobby with dramatic angled staircase.  
Ten "Walk of Fame" suites have been 
created.

The front facade of the building has 
incorporated the lovely features of the 
historic Alexander and Sons building, 
which was carefully removed for 
structural integrity and reintroduced to 
the new building with all its architectural 
detail.  The color of the stone and 
other materials has also been carefully 
matched to the historic building it now 
encases.

The hotel's upscale restaurant 

"Eclipse", which is located in the historic 
facade of the hotel, also opens for 
business on April 17.  Joe Edwards 
is excited about the "creative cosmic 
cuisine" he has planned there, with 
executive chef Maurice Reed II.  Certified 
sommelier Chad George will bring an 
excellent wine selection to augment the 
great collection of beers that Edwards' 
other restaurant, Blueberry Hill, is 
known for.  

The hotel's rooftop terrace bar 
will open later this spring, featuring 
incomparable views of the Loop, the 
Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood, and 
Forest Park, as well as the downtown 
skyline to the East.  Joe hopes the 
neighborhood will come to regard the 
restaurant and terrace bar as one of 
their special places.

The rooftop terrace will also feature 
a spectacular 10 foot diameter rotating 
moon.  Painted to simulate the phases 
of the moon, this lighted feature will 
definitely be a new landmark in St. 
Louis, brought to Skinker-DeBaliviere 
and the Loop by Joe Edwards, who 
invites all to "experience the sublime 
in a setting that is out of this world."  
For more information, visit www.
moonrisehotel.com or call 721-1111.

Moon Rises over Delmar 
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Thurtene Carnival

The "moon" about to be raised to the top of the Moonrise Hotel.
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